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Tenders in South Africa

Information on Tenders in South Africa is retrieved from the Governments Tenders website (www.info.gov.za/documents/tenders/index.htm), and posted by UK Trade & Investment as business opportunities on our website.  It is supposed to be updated every Monday, but that does not always happen, therefore a weekly check will help to check for updates.

It is crucial for UK companies interested on government tender bids in South Africa, to have a local agent or representative for the following reasons:

· Compulsory tender meetings that have to be attended by all parties who want to tender.  These are often held a week before the tender closes – not giving foreign companies enough time in which to organise a trip to South Africa.  It is for this reason that we would advise UK companies to have an agent or representative in South Africa, who would be able to attend on behalf of the UK Company.  

· Some times tenders are issued but the deadline is only two or three day’s way – making it really difficult for foreign companies.  Having an agent or a representative is of assistance in this case.

UK companies also need to be aware of empowerment compliance regulations. Legislation relating to bbb-EE (Broad based black economic empowerment) states that for all tenders, bids or expression of interest companies need to comply with legislation. This is often achieved by having a local partner that is empowered. 

For more information on Government Tender regulations: www.sars.gov.za
Steps to follow:

Click on Tender

Click on Procurement – Conditions and Procedures – Policy

For more information on Preferential Procurement Regulations: www.treasury.gov.uk
Steps to follow:

Click on Divisions

Click on Specialist functions. From here you will be able to choose between contract management and supply chain management.
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