


Sector Opportunities

•	 Biotech, Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare 
•	 Software and ICT 
•	 Creative/Media/Design 
•	 Environment 
•	 Aerospace 
•	 Railways 
•	 Food and Drink 
•	 Building and Construction
•	 Security and Defence
•	 Financial Services
•	 Education

n �There are also niche markets in all 
other sectors. Almost anything that 
sells well in the UK can be sold in 
France, provided that the quality and 
price are right. 

UK Trade & Investment (UKTI) provides expert trade advice and practical support to UK-
based companies wishing to grow their business overseas. With 2,400 staff and a presence 
in 96 countries, UKTI can assist you on every step of the exporting journey. Whatever stage 
of development your business is at, we can give you the support that you need to expand 
and prosper.

Through a range of unique services, including participation in selected trade fairs, outward 
missions and providing bespoke market intelligence, we can help you crack foreign markets 
and get to grips quickly with overseas regulations and business practice.

n �France’s strategic location at the 
heart of Western Europe is served 
by a highly developed transport and 
communication network. 

n �The Eurostar has reinforced the already 
strong air and sea connections. The 
centres of London and Paris are only 
two hours and fifteen minutes apart! 
This means you can easily visit your 
customers and organise meetings in a 
day trip. 

n �France is home to world leading 
companies in many innovative 
industries and is the third largest 
recipient of foreign direct investment, 
offering new opportunities for UK 
companies in procurement and sub-
supply. Numerous “pôles d’excellence” 
(industrial clusters) testify to the 
attractiveness of France as a business 
location. 

WHY FRANCE?
With a population of 65 million, 
France offers numerous 
opportunities on your doorstep.

France is the 4th largest 
export market for the UK

“UK Trade & Investment went 
way above the call of duty in the 
support they gave us in entering 
the French market”
Liz Wyn-Davies, Managing Director of DFx

Find out more about business opportunities in France:

UKTI France
Tel: +33 (0)1 44 51 34 00 
Email: commercial.enquiries@fco.gov.uk
www.ukti.gov.uk

HOW WE CAN HELP



n	�Pre-Market Support – tailored market 
research; business partner identification; 
one-to-one partnering; door opening; �
next-step advice.

n	 �In-Market Support – prestigious Embassy 
and Residence facilities; networking 
support; contact generation; accompanied 
meetings.

n	 �Mission Support – arranging visit 
programmes and individual meetings; 
organisation of networking receptions; 
logistics advice; briefing and �
debriefing sessions.

WHY USE OUR SERVICES?

UK Trade & Investment’s Overseas Market 
Introduction Service is a flexible business 
tool enabling direct communication 
between you and our commercial 
teams. It opens the door to a wealth of 
practical support, advice and key market 
information. It guides you through the 
process of breaking into a new overseas 
market, providing all the help you need 
at every stage, from initial research to 
making your first market visit.

At the heart of the service’s success 
is the unique value of our UK Trade & 
Investment staff in our Embassies, local 
language skills, local market knowledge 
and extensive political and commercial 
contacts. 

Overseas Market Introduction Service

“The skills and dedication of the UK Trade &  Investment
 staff made all the difference to our efforts”               			 
			      Richard Tigwell, Marketing Director, Notts Sport

“ When we invited distributors 
to the Embassy, they were 
incredibly impressed”		
 Richard Tigwell, Marketing Director, Notts Sport

WHAT DOES IT COST?

Because companies have individual 
requirements there are numerous levels 
of service offered by UKTI. The levels 
vary in price depending on the amount of 
assistance required (up to £10,000). Tell 
us what you want and we will do our best 
to help you – our services are tailored to 
your specific requirements.

NEXT STEPS, CONTACT US

UKTI France - Tel: +33 (0)1 44 51 34 00 
Email: commercial.enquiries@fco.gov.uk
Please also visit www.ukti.gov.uk to 
find out more about our services via the 
“How we can help” page and to contact 
your local International Trade Adviser – 
your “ITA”

Notts Sport has been distributing its children’s play range in France through a Paris-based 
distributor for the last five years. But its existing distributor was unable to provide effective 
additional distribution outside the Ile de France region. 

“Our first step was to carry out basic research via UKTI to understand the potential market 
for our product across France, find out who were our competitors and compile a list of 
potential distributors”, says Richard Tigwell, Marketing Director at Notts Sport. 

UKTI was on hand to promote the company so that it would attract interest from the right 
type of distributor. To add a touch of class, the first round of interviews was held at the 
British Embassy in Paris. “When we invited distributors to interview at the Embassy, they 
were incredibly impressed”, says Richard Tigwell. “The respect they had for us went up 
several notches, as they began to see us as substantial players with government backing. 
Some even went as far as to admit that they may not have come to meet us if it was just in 
a hotel. This level of support isn’t something companies would think is available, but it’s an 
invaluable way to attract attention and win credibility.”

SUCCESS STORY - Notts Sport

 
n	 �Product Launches – concept development; 

delegate identification; events at the 
Embassy and/or Residence; PR & Marketing 
services.

n	 �Other Services – organisation of seminars, 
presentations and events upon request; 
Market Opportunities information placed 
on the UK Trade & Investment website:  
www.ukti.gov.uk 



TRADE FAIRS
A UNIQUE VENUE

Any British business or French branch of a British business looking to hold an event with the 
objective of improving business performance through export activity is welcome to hold an 
event at the British Embassy, subject to agreement to our Terms & Conditions. 

EVENTS

Trade Fairs Officer
Tel: +33 (0)1 44 51 32 76
Email: commercial.enquiries@fco.gov.uk

Events Manager
Tel: +33 (0)1 44 51 32 85
Email: paris.events@fco.gov.uk

n	 �The 165m2 terrace is covered by a marquee 
from May to October and the terrace can 
accommodate up to 250 people for a cocktail 
event. 

n	 �The Embassy Foyer can be hired for evening 
events of up to 120 people or can be hired in 
conjunction with the Conference Room for 
welcome or post-meeting refreshments. 

n	 �The conference room can seat up 
to 80. The room is equipped with:

	 -	Overhead projector and screen
	 -	Microphones and speakers
	 -	Simultaneous translation booth

Paris and Cannes are the main platforms, 
though there are a number of key shows 
held in regional cities, notably Lyon, Lille and 
Bordeaux.

In addition, the Trade Fairs team offers 
assistance to UKTI supported exhibitors, 
helping companies to break into the French 
market. 

We have identified the following areas where 
support could be offered:

n	 �Negotiate stand space and conference 
rooms on behalf of UK companies/UKTI 
regional teams 

n	 �Help UK companies to select  the 
appropriate French trade fairs for their 
products/services

With 244 trade fairs held annually, France is one of the major hosts 
of international exhibitions in Europe

n	 �Help UK companies wishing to exhibit to 
get through the selection committee

n	 �Work with other UKTI teams internationally 
to identify key contacts for UK companies 
and set up meetings

n	 �Liaise with fair organisers to identify 
missions coming from other countries and 
facilitating networking events

n	 �Organise clinic sessions for UK exhibitors 
with visiting Commercial Officers

n	 �The British Embassy 
in Paris is a well-
equipped, unique 
location in which 
to host a range of 
events including 
seminars and 
cocktails.




