
The UK has
attracted the
highest
number
of European
headquarters
operations

(Source: Ernst & Young, 2009)

The UK is the 
best location
in Europe
for ‘ease of 
doing business’

(Source: World Bank, 2010)

The UK has
Europe’s
best track
record 
for attracting
greenfield
international
investment
projects

(Source: UNCTAD, 2009)

The UK is home to the

universities in Europe

European Rank University
1 The University of Cambridge
2 University College London
3= Imperial College London
3= University of Oxford
5= University of Edinburgh

(Source: Times Higher University Rankings, 2009)

top five 

London has been ranked as

Europe’s best
business location
for 20 consecutive years
(Source: Cushman & Wakefield, 2009)

The UK has the

strongest
research base in
Europe, providing
businesses with 
an ongoing source
of innovative
technologies

The UK has the best international
accessibility of all European locations,
with over 200 million air passengers
per year, six of the top ten busiest
European air routes and direct train 
services to Paris in just 
over two hours

The University of
Cambridge has been

awarded more
Nobel Prizes than

any other institution
globally

(Source: Evidence, 2009)

(Source: IMD, 2009)

The UK has the 
most
flexible
labour
regulations
of all major
European
economies

(Source: UNESCO, 2010)

UK Trade & Investment is
the specialist government
organisation that supports:
• foreign companies

seeking to set up or
expand in the UK, and

• UK-based companies to
trade internationally.

UK Trade & Investment
provides a fully integrated
business advisory
service through our
network of commercial
teams worldwide.

For further information
about the exciting
business opportunities
in the UK, please contact
us at:

T: +44 (0)20 7215 8000

E: enquiries@
ukti.gsi.gov.uk

UK Trade & Investment
Kingsgate House
66-74 Victoria Street
London
SW1E 6SW

www.ukti.gov.uk

The UK has 28 entries
on the World Heritage List – including
global icons such as Stonehenge, the
Tower of London and the ‘Old and
New Towns’ of Edinburgh

Host to the 2012
Olympic Games, the
UK is also home to
world-class sporting
events such as
Formula One motor
racing, Premier
League football,
tennis at Wimbledon
and the Open
Championship golf



Z-CARD® Ltd. PTN 
information to go here

ICT Advanced
Engineering

Creative

The UK is one of the largest ICT
markets in Europe, worth almost
£120 billion in 2009 and employing
over one million people. 

Indeed, the UK has the strongest
ICT infrastructure of all major
European economies and provides
Europe's best IT skills, including
the highest number of ICT graduates
annually in Western Europe 
(Sources: EIU, 2009; OECD, 2010).

Home to iconic companies and
international market leaders such
as Rolls-Royce, Nissan, Toyota, Honda
and GKN, the UK is globally renowned
for its excellence in design and
advanced engineering.

In the automotive industry, for example,
17 of the world’s top 20 component
manufacturers have UK production
facilities, whilst in aerospace, the UK
industry is worth over £20 billion a
year, the highest level in Europe.

The UK creative industries sector
represents one of the UK’s most 
exciting and diverse opportunities 
for international investors. Indeed,
already recognised as being amongst
the most influential and successful
globally, the UK creative industries
sector is the largest in the European
Union, comprising approximately
160,000 businesses and employing 
two million people.

The UK is Europe’s leading centre for
film production, the strongest European
market for digital games production
and has internationally renowned
television and music industries.

The UK is Europe’s largest
music market with sales of

(Source: BPI, 2010)

The UK has the sixth largest low
carbon environmental goods and
services market in the world, worth
an estimated £112 billion and
employing over 900,000 people. 

In 2009, US$11.2 billion was invested
in renewable energy technologies
across the UK, the highest level of
investment in Europe and the third
highest globally (Source: Pew, 2010).

Financial Services
London is ranked as the leading
financial centre in the world – more
than twice the amount of US dollars
are traded on the UK foreign exchange
market than in the USA and more
than twice as many Euros are traded
in the UK than in the Eurozone
countries combined.

Global Rank City
1= London
1= New York
3 Hong Kong
(Source: Global Financial Centres Index, 2010)

The UK has the largest venture capital
market in Europe. (Source: British
Venture Capital Association, 2010) 24
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Nobel Prizes in
life sciences

of UK households now
receive digital TV
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With over £26 million spent each day
on R&D, the UK has the world’s most
productive life sciences research base,
having created five of the world’s 
top 20 best-selling medicines and
having 45 per cent of all pipeline
products in Europe.

The UK continues to produce the
highest number of life sciences
graduates annually in Western Europe
(Source: OECD, 2010) and has two of
the world’s top three universities in 
life sciences and biomedicine 
(Source: Times Higher Education
Supplement, 2009).

Life Sciences

The UK has the world’s most advanced
digital TV and radio market.
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Energy and
Renewables

WHEREAS EVERY EFFORT HAS 
BEEN MADE TO ENSURE THAT 
THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THIS
DOCUMENT IS ACCURATE, NEITHER
UK TRADE & INVESTMENT NOR
ITS PARENT DEPARTMENTS
(DEPARTMENT FOR BUSINESS,
INNOVATION AND SKILLS, AND
THE FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH
OFFICE), ACCEPT LIABILITY FOR
ANY ERRORS, OMISSIONS OR
MISLEADING STATEMENTS, 
AND NO WARRANTY IS GIVEN 
OR RESPONSIBILITY ACCEPTED 
AS TO THE STANDING OF ANY
INDIVIDUAL, FIRM, COMPANY OR
OTHER ORGANISATION MENTIONED.

PUBLISHED MAY 2010
BY UK TRADE & INVESTMENT 
© CROWN COPYRIGHT URN 10/979

The UK has one of the
largest and most dynamic
economies in the world.
Comprising world-class
business sectors that
range from life sciences
to financial services and
from ICT to the creative
industries, the UK is
your springboard for
global growth.

For further information
please contact us at:
www.ukti.gov.uk

(Source: Ofcom, 2009)

(Source: Nobel Foundation, 2010)
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