
Be
Inspired



We know it’s terribly 
un-British but could  
we take a moment  
to shout about our 
success…Please?
This booklet presents some of the
everyday facts and unusual features 
that have helped put the UK at the 
heart of world business. Be inspired 



WELL 
CONNECTED

Location, regulation and transportation 
have led more companies to set up 
European headquarters in the UK than 
any other country, including Apple,  
China Mobile, MTV and Bank of America1. 
A network of over 70 airports, world-class 
ports and the Eurotunnel railway give 
easy access to over 675 million 
European customers2.



sandwich
anyone?

We Brits don’t like to fuss. Perhaps that’s 
why the most popular lunch in the UK  
is simply to ‘grab a sandwich’ – we eat 
over 2 billion of them every year. We also 
avoid fuss when it comes to business – it 
takes only 13 days to set up a company 
in the UK, compared to a European 
average of 15 days3. 



The
architecture 
for business

Architecture takes the design of 
structures seriously and Britain has 
world-leading architects at work  
such as Lord Norman Foster and  
Lord Richard Rogers. The UK takes the 
same approach to the architecture  
of its business regulation and has 
created a system, judged by  
the OECD, to have the least barriers  
to entrepreneurship in the world4. 

Selfridges department store, Birmingham



I can’t think of a better 
place than London  
to hold an event that 
unites the world. 
Nelson Mandela 
on the London 2012 Olympics5



The digital 
revolution

Throughout modern history Britain has  
led from the front. It was at the centre  
of the industrial revolution in the 1800s, 
the spread of democracy in the 1900s, 
and, in this century, it has embraced  
the digital revolution. The UK is strongly 
regarded as innovative in both 
technology and in the creative industries 
by those customers of British companies 
and by those who have already 
established a base in the UK6 – and we 
have the most extensive broadband 
market in the G77.The Yorkshire Dales, northern England



GOOD TIMES

San Francisco Sydney

PM AM
The UK’s privileged position between 
Asian and American time zones means 
there is time to do business anywhere  
in the world. Have your morning coffee 
with Sydney and pour a nightcap with 
San Francisco8.



Water, water
everywhere

The UK is the world’s eighth largest  
island9 but you are never more than  
70 miles from the seaside10. It rains, but 
not as much as you might expect, as 
average rainfall in the UK is less than in 
Brazil11. So plenty of opportunity to enjoy 
our regenerated seaside resorts.



A Nobel 
Prize every
 1.2 km²
The tiny village of Grantchester, just 
outside Cambridge University, is just  
4.8 km² in size but thought to have four 
Nobel Prizes among its 580 residents12.
Prizes are a bit more widely spread 
across the rest of the country but the  
UK still boasts over 80 Nobel Prizes in 
science and technology alone13.



A world 
in one city

For a remarkable 20 consecutive years 
London has been voted as Europe’s 
number one city for business by the 
European Cities Monitor14. In fact, with 
over 300 languages spoken every day, 
the UK’s rich cultural diversity makes it  
a natural hub for global business. 



There are some ideas 
so wrong that only 
a very intelligent 
person could believe 
in them 

George Orwell

Inventions or discoveries by British people include: 
Penicillin, the World Wide Web, the steam engine, 
public parks, iPods, the theory of evolution, Viagra, 
the telephone, the lawnmower, electric toasters, 
radar, Worcestershire sauce, powered flight, 
the toilet, silicone, cricket, the police, vaccinations, 
the computer, the Paralympic Games, Marmite, 
railways, road cat’s eyes, the adjustable spanner, 
scouts, the television and the English language.  
Oh, and of course the sandwich! 15



Top of 
the class

With four of the world’s top six 
universities16, we Brits pride ourselves  
on using education to unlock the 
potential of every child. From early  
years through graduation and beyond, 
the UK Government invests billions to 
ensure the British workforce has the skills 
that both employer and employee 
need to succeed.

 



Add up the numbers 17,381 is the 
total length, in kilometres, of the 
UK coastline17; seen from the air by 
67,700,000 passengers a year who 
pass through London’s Heathrow 
Airport18; some of whom might visit 
one of BRITAIN’s 28 World Heritage 
Sites19; or work as one of 880,000 
employees in britain’s low carbon 
sector20…    



…And who, like everyone else in  
the UK, have access to the NHS and  
its medical research, inspired that 
15 of the world’s 75 top-selling 
medicines21 were discovered or 
developed in britain; and reassured 
that 3 out of 4 of the world’s 
leading law firms are based within 
these shores22.



Driving 
business

Advanced engineering accounted for 
about one third of the UK’s total exports  
in 2008, with major names including  
Rolls Royce, JCB, BAE Systems, Jaguar 
and Airbus23, British mechanics help 
power spacecrafts, secure borders, 
equip armies and solve global climate 
problems. The UK’s ‘Motorsport Valley’ 
alone, employs 25,000 engineers  
and is home to the last two Formula 1 
world champions24. Actually, the UK  
is the world’s 6th largest manufacturer 
measured by output25.Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine



In October 2009 the World Economic  

Forum ranked the UK as the world’s  

number one financial system and capital 

market, benchmarked against 55 of the 

biggest national economies.26

The UK was buoyed by the relative strength  

of its business environment and financial 

services. No suprise then, that 75% of all 

Fortune 500 companies have operations  

in London.27



An 
Englishman’s 
home is his 
castle

The UK has one of the most open  
and dynamic commercial property 
markets in Europe. Buying property is  
a straightforward business with no 
restrictions for overseas buyers. In fact, 
over 68% of UK homes are owned28.  
	L ike any property developer we are 
also planning ahead, and aim to make 
all new homes ‘zero carbon’ by 2016 
and all new non-domestic buildings 
from 201929.

Windsor Castle



uisge 
beatha*

Scotland’s whisky exports earn the UK  
a staggering £97 per second. In 2008 
exports of malt whisky reached almost 
£2.11 billion30. 

*	The original Gaelic name for whisky, 
	 meaning ‘water of life’31. 



Ob-la-di,
Ob-la-dA

The Brits are the biggest consumers  
of music in the world32 and last year 
exported over £2 billion in music  
sales33. In 2008, four of the biggest   
selling albums in the world were by
UK artists, including the top seller
– Coldplay’s Viva La Vida34.

Glastonbury Festival



Recommended 
search terms
This booklet is just a warm up, 
find out more by searching… 007, 3i, ‘a cup of tea’, Banksy, BBC, Big Ben, BP, 

Charles Dickens, chocolate powered racing 

car, Bank of England, Basil Fawlty, Brick Lane, 

Buckingham Palace, cheddar cheese, 

chicken tikka massala, Co-operative 

movement, dictionary, Ealing Studios, Eden 

Project, FA Cup, Financial Times, fish and chips, 

George orwell, Glastonbury festival,  

Guy Fawkes, Hackney carriage, Harrods, 



Scafell Pike, Sherlock Holmes, Snowdonia, 

Stella McCartney, stiff upper lip, Stonehenge,  

sunday roast, Tate Modern, Tesco, The Beatles, 

Barclays Premier League, the Ritz, Vodafone 

Group, William Shakespeare, ‘where is the 

world’s smallest island?’, WPP Group, Zebedee

Don’t forget: 

www.ukti.gov.uk

Heston Blumenthal, HSBC, Isaac Newton,  

John Lewis Partnership, Karl Marx’s grave, 

‘least number of barriers to entrepreneurship 

in the world’, London Stock Exchange,  

LS Lowry, Magna Carta, Manchester Ship 

Canal, Manchester United, Margaret 

Thatcher, Mini Cooper, NHS, Oasis, Princess 

Diana, Punch and Judy, Qinetiq, Ricky Gervais, 

Robin Hood, Rolls Royce, routemaster bus, 



Why not GET IN TOUCH WITH one  
of our Heads of INvestment

ASIA PACIFIC

China
Beijing
Phil Wyithe
British Embassy
T 	 +86 10 5192 4439
E 	 phil.wyithe@fco.gov.uk

Shanghai
David Percival
British Consulate-General
T 	 +86 21 6279 7650
E 	� david.percival 

@fco.gov.uk

Guangzhou
Ambert Prosper
British Consulate-General
T 	 +86 (0) 20 8314 3000
E 	� ambert.prosper 

@fco.gov.uk

Chongqing
Tracy Tang
British Consulate-General
T 	 +86 (0) 23 6369 1500
E 	 tracy.tang@fco.gov.uk

Hong Kong
Tony Collingridge
British Consulate-General
T 	 +852 2901 3265
E 	� tony.collingridge 

@fco.gov.uk

Singapore
Singapore
Phil Hickson
British High Commission
T 	 +65 6424 4323
E 	 phil.hickson@fco.gov.uk

Korea
Seoul
Tom Matlock
British Embassy
T 	 +82 1 6229 1901
E 	 tom.matlock@fco.gov.uk

Malaysia
Kuala Lumpur
Angie Yen
British High Commission
T 	 +603 2170 2268
E 	 angie.yen@fco.gov.uk

Taiwan
Taipei
Stephen Metti
British Trade & Cultural Office
T 	 +886 2 8758 2066
E 	� stephen.metti 

@fco.gov.uk

Thailand
Bangkok
Paul Reid
British Embassy
T 	 +662 305 8333
E 	 paul.reid@fco.gov.uk

South Africa
Johannesburg
Corin Wilson
T 	 +27 (0) 11 537 7209
E 	 corin.wilson@fco.gov.uk

Australia
Melbourne
Majella Hamilton
British Consulate General
T 	 +61 3 9652 1621
E 	� majella.hamilton 

@fco.gov.uk

Sydney & Perth
Carrie England
British Consulate-General
T 	 +61 (02) 8247 2234
E 	� carrie.england 

@fco.gov.uk

India
New Delhi
Paul Grey
British High Commission
T 	 +91 11 2687 2161
E 	 paul.grey@fco.gov.uk

Kolkata
Mustaq Birader
British Deputy High
Commission
T 	 +91 33 288 5172/6
E 	� mustaq.birader 

@fco.gov.uk

Bangalore
Richard Hyde
British Deputy High
Commission
T 	 +91 80 210 0200
E 	 richard.hyde@fco.gov.uk



Mumbai
Collette Weston
British Deputy High
Commission
T 	 +91 22 6650 2247
E 	� collette.weston 

@fco.gov.uk

Chennai
Robert Kelly
British Deputy High
Commission
T 	 +91 44 4219 2151
E 	 robert.kelly@fco.gov.uk

Japan
Tokyo
Ben Chesson
British Embassy
T 	 +81 35211 1275
E 	 ben.chesson@fco.gov.uk

Osaka
Simon Fisher
British Consulate-General
T 	 +81 6 6120 5600
E 	 simon.fisher@fco.gov.uk

EUROPE

Austria
Vienna
Jane Spiegel
British Embassy
T 	 +43 1 716 136 250
E 	 jane.spiegel@fco.gov.uk

Belgium 
(also covers Luxembourg)
Brussels
Amy Dalton
British Embassy
T 	 +32 2 287 8258
E 	 amy.dalton@fco.gov.uk

France
Paris
Nadège Anturo 
British Embassy
T	 +33 (0) 1 44 51 34 03 
E	 �nadege.anturo 

@fco.gov.uk 

Germany
Düsseldorf
Ulrich Marthaler
British Consulate-General
T 	 +49 211 9448 207
E 	� ulrich.marthaler 

@fco.gov.uk

Ireland
Dublin
Paul Caplis 
British Embassy
T	 +35 31 205 3762 
E	 paul.caplis@fco.gov.uk 

Israel
Tel Aviv
Richard Salt
British Embassy
T 	 +972 3725 1231
E 	 richard.salt@fco.gov.uk

Italy
Milan
Danielle Allen
British Consulate-General
T 	 +39 02 723 00222
E 	 danielle.allen@fco.gov.uk

Netherlands
The Hague
Michiel Veldhuizen
British Embassy
T 	 +31 70 427 0211
E 	� michiel.veldhuizen 

@fco.gov.uk

Portugal
Lisbon
Ana Cristina Abreu
British Embassy
T 	 +351 21 392 4065
E 	 ana.abreu@fco.gov.uk

Spain
Madrid
Justine Winterburn
British Embassy
T 	 +34 91 7146330
E 	� justine.winterburn 

@fco.gov.uk



Switzerland
Berne
Ian Gavin 
British Embassy 
T	 +41 31 359 7751 
E	 ian.gavin@fco.gov.uk

Turkey
Istanbul
Taclan Topal  
British Consulate-General 
T	 +90 212 334 6441 
E	 taclan.topal@fco.gov.uk 

Estonia
Tallinn
Annely Lautre
British Embassy
T 	 +37 2667 4736
E 	 annely.lautre@fco.gov.uk

Denmark
Copenhagen
Christina Liaos
British Embassy
T 	 +45 35 44 5103
E 	� christina.liaos@fco.gov.uk

Finland
Helsinki
Kari Luukkonen 
British Embassy 
T	 +358 9 2286 5229 
E	 �kari.luukkonen 

@fco.gov.uk 

Iceland
Reykjavik
Petur Stefansson
British Embassy
T 	 +35 45 50 51 23
E 	� petur.stefansson 

@fco.gov.uk

Norway
Oslo
Roy Kristiansen
British Embassy
T 	 +47 23 13 2765
E 	� roy.kristiansen 

@fco.gov.uk

Sweden
Stockholm
Anna Lindberg 
British Embassy 
T	 +46 8 671 3067 
E	� anna.lindberg 

@fco.gov.uk 

THE AMERICAS

New York
Fiona MacLeod
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 212 745 0458
E 	� fiona.macleodny 

@fco.gov.uk

Boston
Kirsten Chambers
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 617 245 4509
E 	� kirsten.chambers 

@fco.gov.uk

Chicago
Colette Buscemi
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 312 970 3845
E 	� colette.buscemi 

@fco.gov.uk

Houston
John Reale
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 713 659 2140
E 	 john.reale@fco.gov.uk

Miami
Rebecca Mowat
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 305 317 2322
E	 �rebecca.mowat 

@fco.gov.uk



Los Angeles
Andrew Lewis
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 310 996 3024
E 	� andrew.lewis 

@fco.gov.uk

San Francisco
Jaclyn Mason
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 415 617 1360
E	 �jaclyn.mason 

@fco.gov.uk

Washington
Melinda Goforth
British Embassy
T 	 +1 202 588 6864
E 	� melinda.goforth 

@fco.gov.uk

Mexico
Mexico City
Isaac Vargas
British Embassy
T 	 + 52 (55) 1670 3245
E	  �isaac.vargas 

@fco.gov.uk

Canada
Toronto
Matthew Hobbs
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 416 593 1290
E	 �matthew.hobbs 

@fco.gov.uk

Montreal
Jeremy Mackenzie Lee
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 514 866 5863
E 	 jeremy.lee@fco.gov.uk

Vancouver
Andrea Morgan
British Consulate-General
T 	 +1 604 683 4421
E 	� andrea.morgan 

@fco.gov.uk



Sources

1	 www.ukti.gov.uk/media

	 www.mtvcareers.co.uk

	 www.bankofamerica.com

2	 �www.eurostar.com 

3	 www.ukti.gov.uk

4	 �www.ukti.gov.uk

5	 �www.uksport.gov.uk

6	 www.culture.gov.uk

7	 www.oecd.org

8	 �www.worldtimezone.com

9	 �United Nations Environment Programme Island Directory

	 http://islands.unep.ch

10	 �www.wildlifetrust.org

11	 �www.metoffice.gov.uk

12	 �www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

13	 �http://nobelprize.org

14	 �www.bbc.co.uk

15	 �All inventions listed are taken from a combination of the following sources:

	 http://corporate.britannica.com

	 www.innovationuk.org

	 http://inventors.about.com

	 www.icons.org.uk

	 www.london2012.com

	 www.bbc.co.uk

16	 �Times Higher Education Supplement, 2009

17	 http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs

18	 www.heathrowinformation.co.uk

19	 http://whc.unesco.org

20	 www.decc.gov.uk

21	 www.berr.gov.uk

22	 www.thinklondon.com

23	 www.ukti.gov.uk

24	 www.formula1.com

25	 UNCTAD, 2008. Handbook of Statistics

26	 www.weforum.org

27	 www.ukti.gov.uk

28	 www.lloydsbankinggroup.com

29	 www.communities.gov.uk

30	 www.scotch-whisky.org.uk

31	 www.uisge.com

32	 www.bpi.co.uk

33	 www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk

34	 www.bpi.co.uk



UK Trade & Investment is the 
government organisation that 
helps UK based companies 
succeed in international markets. 
We assist overseas companies  
to bring high quality investment  
to the UK’s dynamic economy. 



Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information 
given in this document is accurate, neither UK Trade & Investment 
nor its parent Departments (the Department for Business, Innovation 
and Skills, and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office) accept 
liability for any errors, omissions or misleading statements, and no 
warranty is given or responsibility accepted as to the standing of 
any individual, firm, company or other organisation mentioned.
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