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Innovation demands investment.
The UK Government contributes
nearly £3 billion to fund innovation
through the seven Research
Councils. The UK is part of the
European Union’s 7th Framework
Programme that funds R&D in
priority areas and has a budget of
around €53 billion over 2007-2013.

The UK also has a wealth of
additional funding sources from
public bodies to charities.
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In the UK there are well-supported
initiatives providing links between
business and the research base.
They support the sharing of
knowledge and experience, and
facilitate effective value creation
across organisational boundaries.
Many are run by the Technology
Strategy Board such as
Knowledge Transfer Networks.
Other examples are trade
associations, and partnerships at the
European, regional and local level.
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The UK Government is committed
to providing a business environment
in which innovation can thrive.
It has a number of departments and
organisations that are instrumental
in creating the ideal conditions for
business innovation and success.
They support UK strengths in science
and innovation and promote
knowledge exchange and investment
nationally and internationally.
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The UK has a well-established
network of more than 100 science
parks and 300 business incubators,
providing dedicated physical
premises that foster the right
environment, culture, and access to
resources to enable leading-edge
innovation to flourish. These include
the members of the UK Science
Parks Association and
UK Business Incubation.
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Technology Transfer Associations
provide a way for researchers and
businesses to develop ideas and
interactions, broadening and
accelerating knowledge transfer into
the commercial arena. The UK has
developed a body of knowledge
transfer professionals in these areas
across the public sector and private
industry. They are backed up by
training organisations such as
PRAXIS and represented through
associations such as UNICO and
AURIL.
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Experienced designers, lawyers, IP
professionals and skills development
bodies help innovative businesses
develop, market, and maximise their
commercial opportunities. The UK
has a comprehensive network of
business support professionals with
world-class skills in taking
innovation to market successfully.

Back to Contents
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Open debate and analysis are
essential to allow businesses to
develop the policies and structures
to support a fluid and successful
innovation-based economy. The UK
is home to organisations such as
NESTA and the R&D Society that
promote sharing and development of
best practice across a range of
topics in order to foster an
environment that encourages
innovation.
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Standards, metrology and regulation
provide benchmarks to enable
organisations to effectively work
together to invent and verify new
products and services. The UK has a
global reach in expertise in
technology and business standards
and plays a major role in developing
these across the globe.
World-renowned organisations such
as NPL and BSI help to develop
those capabilities in an international
environment.

Back to Contents
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The UK provides proven expertise in
financial services that enables
innovative companies to develop and
grow through venture funding and
low entry costs to the London stock
exchanges. Widespread expertise in
financial modeling, insurance and
other financial services also
contribute to making London a global
hub for financial innovation.
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�� �� �"� ���� �"� ��! Corporate laboratories are important producers of research, development and innovation.
Examples include:

Unilever’s ���$� "� ���� �"� %, which provides scientific excellence in many fields
including agribusiness, speciality chemicals, food technology, product safety and
environmental impact.

���!" �� �� � is a hi-tech park owned and managed by BT. There are several resident
companies on the park that focus on ICT providing a regional Centre of Excellence.

www.unilever.co.ukourvalues/
sciandtech/how_where/
colworth.asp

www.atadastral.co.uk

�� �� !������ ������"��! Large science facilities allow researchers to use equipment that would be economically
unviable for one organisation to maintain. They typically involve investment of £25 million.
The ��!�� �� ��#���� �� maintains access to large facilities for UK companies through
subscription and ownership. Science facilities are typically organised, managed and funded
on a national, European, or international scale. Examples in the UK are:

� ������� ����" 
�# �� is a scientific facility on the Harwell Science and Innovation
Campus. It specialises in diamond synchrotron which generates brilliant beams of light, from
infra-red to X-rays, that are used in a wide range of applications from structural biology
through fundamental physics and chemistry to cultural heritage.

� ��!"�"#"� �� ������ ����"� ����"�� ��� �� � ���" ���� �"� ��! are world-
leading Centres of Excellence for research into infectious diseases of farm animals.

www.rcuk.ac.uk

www.diamond.ac.uk

www.iah.ac.uk
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UK expert bodies have a long
tradition of promoting innovation
across the world. The Royal
Society is one of the premier
international organisations for
distinguished scientists whose
members have always worked
closely with industry to develop
knowledge and create the conditions
for new technologies and innovative
practices. The Royal Academy of
Engineering has played a similar
role, along with a large range of
other professional and learned
academies.
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Learned academies There are five learned academies in the UK ranging in age from decades to centuries.
They are independent charitable bodies supporting researchers, influencing policy and
engaging with the public:

� The Royal Society – Science

� The Royal Society of Edinburgh – Scotland’s academy for science and letters

� The Royal Academy of Engineering

� British Academy – Humanities and social sciences

� The Academy of Medical Sciences

www.royalsociety.org

www.rse.org.uk

www.raeng.org.uk

www.britac.ac.uk

www.acmedsci.ac.uk

Professional societies Professional societies promote a discipline for the benefit of their members and the public.
Their activities commonly involve education, conferences, science policy and public
promotion. UK-based examples include:

� Royal Society of Chemistry

� Institute of Physics

� Institute of Biology

� British Computer Society

� The Institution of Engineering and Technology

www.rsc.org

www.iop.org

www.iob.org

www.bcs.org

www.theiet.org
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Innovation is embedded throughout
UK companies – not only in
traditional R&D departments but
across entire organisations. The UK
is well known for inspiring inventors
and entrepreneurs such as James
Dyson and Richard Branson, and
large and small companies such as
Vodafone and Nanoco Technologies.
It also provides commercial
intermediaries working within the
fields of innovation, ranging from
research and technology
organisations through to
consultancies.

Back to Contents
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Innovative companies The UK is home to many companies that are recognised as leaders in innovation. Examples
include Rolls-Royce (civil aerospace, defence aerospace, marine and energy), GSK
(pharmaceuticals), and Virgin (ranging from media to transport and financial services).

The Confederation of British Industry (CBI) lobbies on national and international issues
in order to create and sustain the conditions in which businesses in the UK can compete,
prosper and continue to produce innovation leaders.

www.rolls-royce.com

www.gsk.com

www.virgin.com

www.cbi.org.uk

Consultancies Consultancies can help organisations to produce innovate services, products and
solutions. The UK has a broad range of consultancies in many sectors. Examples include:

Pera is a leading European innovation and business support network, inspiring and
enabling clients to transform their products, business processes and people. An example
of its work is the UKTI Global Partnerships programme supporting the development of
R&D collaborations in the UK.

AEA is an award-winning consultancy helping the public and private sectors to respond
to environmental challenges and opportunities such as climate reduction, sustainability,
energy and climate change, air and water quality, resource efficiency, sustainable
transport, innovation and knowledge transfer, risk management and due diligence.
Example projects include running the Knowledge Transfer Partnerships programme –
see Networks.

The UK management consulting market is the largest outside the US with a current
value of around £8 billion and is helping to deliver some of the most innovative and
ambitious organisational change projects in the world. The Management
Consultancies Association provides a directory of its members, who represent over
70 per cent of the UK industry.

www.pera.com

www.aeat.co.uk/cms/
ip-innovation-kt/

www.mca.org.uk

www.aeat.co.uk/cms/ip-innovation-kt/
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Research & technology
organisations

Research and technology organisations can build, maintain and supply professional
resources, networks and capability for:

� Application and commercialisation of research

� Advice and training

� Knowledge transfer

� Product and process validation

The Association of Independent Research and Technology Organisations (AIRTO)
is the largest community of techno-business consultants and contract research
organisations in Europe. Its members are private and public companies of all sizes
ranging from blue-chip multinationals to small start-ups, from the UK and Europe to the
US and China.

www.airto.co.uk

Inventors & entrepreneurs Around 20 per cent of patent applications each year in the UK are by individuals, rather than
companies or academic institutions. Just 2 per cent of patented ideas reach the market, so
several support organisations in the UK provide much-needed assistance. Examples include:

� The Institute of Patentees and Inventors – members are inventors, patent
attorneys, marketeers and others who can provide expert advice on ideas, from
conception to development.

� SETsquared assists inventors and entrepreneurs by bringing together the research
strengths of leading universities with private sector commercial expertise and a
network of experienced entrepreneurs, potential investors and business professionals
across Southern England.

www.invent.org.uk

www.setsquared.co.uk



UK Trade & Investment is the government organisation that helps UK-based companies succeed in the global economy.

We also help overseas companies bring their high quality investment to the UK’s dynamic economy – acknowledged as Europe’s
best place from which to succeed in global business.

UK Trade & Investment offers expertise and contacts through its extensive network of specialists in the UK, and in British
embassies and other diplomatic offices around the world. We provide companies with the tools they require to be competitive
on the world stage.

For specialist innovation expertise and links into UK innovation, contact:

UKTI Science & Innovation team
Tel: +44 (0)20 7215 8514
Email: innovation@ukti.gsi.gov.uk
www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk

Published November 2009 by UK Trade & Investment
©Crown copyright.

Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information given in this document is accurate, neither
UK Trade & Investment nor its parent Departments (the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills and the
Foreign & Commonwealth Office) accept liability for any errors, omissions or misleading statements, and no warranty
is given or responsibility accepted as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organisation mentioned.


