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BUSINESS AMBASSADORS SECRETARIAT 

BUSINESS AMBASSADOR PROGRAMME 2011

	January 2011

Oman – 3rd Jan. Digby Lord Jones lunched with the Oman Commerce Minister, hosted by the HMA at his Residence and discussed how we might further develop bi-lateral trade between Oman and the UK. 

Australia – 4th Jan. Sir Victor Blank delivered a speech on the ‘Resilience of the UK Economy’ at Ashes Business Matching Event in Sydney.  

USA - 10th of Jan. Sir Roger Bone  delivered keynote address at a business breakfast with business leaders that included key messages about the UK’s Aerospace and Advanced Engineering capability and promoted the UK as a world class centre of aerospace and advanced engineering expertise. 

London – 11th Jan. 22 Business Ambassadors attended Breakfast roundtable at No. 10 with the PM, Minister for Trade, Foreign Secretary and Business Secretary.

Birmingham – 12th Jan. Nick Fry delivered speech on the UK’s Advanced Engineering expertise at the European Cleaner Racing Conference.

London – 12th Jan. Lord Charles Powell took part in interview with Sky TV on ‘Why the UK is the destination of choice for Businesses.

Brunei - January 2011. Lord Powell met with the Sultan, the Finance Minister and the Minister for Energy. 

January continued

Indonesia – January 2011. Lord Powell met with the Vice-President, the Energy & Mining Minister, the Defence Minister, the Chairman of the Golkar Party and the President’s Chief of Staff and took part in a media editorial meeting with Bisnis Indonesia.

Hong Kong – 19th Jan. Professor Julia King participated in joint lecture with senior Hong Kong scientist on “Sustaining the future through science and engineering”, undertook media interview with China Evening Post promoting the UK’s capability in advanced engineering/low carbon/environment, technology transfer, electric vehicles and attended BCG hosted dinner. 

Dubai – 24th – 26th Jan. Lord Darzi led a UK healthcare delegation to the Arab Health Exhibition & Congress where he hosted a high-level dinner and delivered a series of lectures promoting the UK’s healthcare capability and expertise. 

USA –28th Jan. Sir Victor Blank delivered a speech on ‘The Resilience of the UK Economy’ at a Business Breakfast with BCG and a small group of key US financiers in New York. 

Switzerland – 26th – 30th Jan. Dick Olver, Marcus Agius, Samir Brikho, and Lord Darzi undertook media engagements in the margins of Davos. 


	February 2011

London – 1st Feb. Nick Fry, Sir Roger Bone, Lord Charles Powell and Paul Skinner appeared before BISCOM’s inquiry in trade and investment.

South Korea – 9th Feb. Samir Brikho attended a business breakfast with HMA Martin Uden and took part in media interview with Korean Daily News, promoting the UK’s energy excellence and outlining the UK’s achievements to date in creating a low carbon economy.

London – 8th & 9th Feb. Paul Skinner hosted a dinner for Sir Rod Eddington, Chairman of Infrastructure Australia, delivered keynote address at Infrastructure Australia Seminar and took part in a bilateral with Infrastructure Australia.  

London – Lord Powell co-chaired a meeting of the Asia Task Force with the Secretary of State.

London – 14th Feb. 10 Business Ambassadors attended UKTI Leadership Reception at Lancaster House.

USA – 15th Feb. Anya Hindmarch took part in joint UKTI/Luxury Marketing Council (LMC) networking buffet breakfast in New York with 50 CEOs and Executives from the creative and consumer goods sectors. 

London – 15th Feb- Nick Fry, Professor Julia King, Caroline Plumb and Sir Roger Bone sat on panel at the UKTI Leadership Conference. 

February continued

London – 16th Feb. Lord Powell spoke at the opening of the London “Doing Business in Asia” conference and took part in an interview with a group of visiting Indonesian journalists, promoting the UK's economy to an Asian audience.
India – 21st – 23rd Feb.  Lady Barbara Judge led a UK Nuclear business delegation to Delhi and Mumbai and delivered keynote address at UK Nuclear Capability Seminar.

London – 28th Feb. Sir David Brewer spoke to a group of Asian journalists and promoted the UK's economy to an Asian audience. 


	March 

India – 9th Mar. Dick Olver met with the HC to discuss current business opportunities.
Abu Dhabi – 7th – 8th Mar. Lady Barbara Judge delivered speech at Zayed University Women’s Campus on Women in leadership and the role of nuclear power in an advanced nation’s energy mix.

March continued
London – 10th Mar. Anya Hindmarch, Caroline Plumb and Bob Wigley met with the Duke of York at the Palace and discussed ways in which to promote the UK’s Creative Industries.

South Africa – 10th Mar. Marcus Agius co-chaired seminar on corporate governance with senior SA businessman and attended high level dinner with key SA financiers at BCG residence in Johannesburg.

USA – 23rd Mar. Sir David Reid delivered a short speech promoting the UK’s retail sector to a group of US retailers at a dinner hosted by BCG Dame Barbara Hay in Los Angeles. 

Jerusalem – 27th – 28th Mar. Sir Victor Blank met with Sir Vincent Fean, British Consul General and took part in a meeting with a group of Palestinian Businessmen in Ramallah 

London – 29th Mar. Caroline Plumb delivered keynote address on Women in Business at the Middle East Association. 

Israel – 30th Mar. Sir Victor Blank  delivered speech on the ‘Resilience of the UK Economy’ to group of key business contacts at an inward Investment Breakfast for 10 – 15 existing and potential Israeli investors in Tel Aviv. Sir Victor also had one to one meeting with HMA Matthew Gould.

Dubai – 29th Mar. Professor Malcolm Grant met Warren Fox, Executive Director of Higher Education and Barbara Hayward, Head of Educational Research from the Knowledge & Human Development Authority (KHDA) 

Malaysia - March 2011. Lord Powell met with the Prime Minister of Malaysia, two former Prime Ministers and the Minister of Home Affairs to discuss ways of increasing bilateral trade and investment between the two countries.


	April 

Kazakhstan – 5th Apr. Lady Barbara Judge attended a dinner with British Business representatives from Nuclear sector, hosted by David Moran, HMA, BE Astana.  
 
London – 6th Apr. Sir Victor Blank delivered keynote address at China-UK Business Forum on The Global Ramifications of China’s Rise’ 

April continued

Malaysia – 7th Apr. Nick Fry delivered a keynote speech promoting UK manufacturing and advanced engineering sectors at the British Malaysian Chamber of Commerce Premier Business Luncheon in Kuala Lumpur. 

Mongolia – 11th Apr. Sir Victor Blank  met Thorda Abbott-Watt, HM Ambassador and discussed ways in which the British Embassy, with its limited resources, could best help British business in Mongolia exploit the opportunities in Mongolia's mineral wealth.  
London – 12th Apr. Lord John Browne, Paul Skinner and Lady Barbara Judge met the Duke of York and discussed ways in which to promote the UK’s business environment and expertise.

London – 14th Apr. Digby Jones, Dick Olver, and Nick Fry met the Duke of York at the Palace and discussed ways in which to promote the UK’s Advanced Engineering sector and business environment.

Netherlands – 14th Apr. Lady Barbara Judge attended a luncheon meeting (at the Ambassador's residence) with Mr Uytdewilligen, CEO of Energy Resources Holdings, developers of a new Nuclear Facility in the Netherlands and undertook media interview with Dutch Financial Times. 

London – 18th Apr. Larry Hirst met with the Duke of York to discuss contemporary IT and broadband issues (leading to a DoY IT Reception in October).

Japan – 21st Apr. Anya Hindmarch took part in a breakfast, hosted by HMA, at the Residence, with 15 Presidents and Agents of British fashion brands in Japan.

April continued

London – 26th Apr. Lord Brittan undertook MSNBC media interview promoting the UK economy and business environment.

   

	May 

Jordan – 3rd – 5th May. Caroline Plumb undertook a UKTI programme of calls on potential investors in Amman, promoting the UK as the best place in which to start and develop their business and acted as a judge at the Oasis500 Entrepreneurs Forum.  

West Midlands – 10th May. Sir Kevin Smith delivered the keynote address at UK/China business-to-business event, focussing on ‘How UK companies can access major Chinese programmes and projects in the aerospace and automotive sectors’. 

London – 12th May. Sir Anthony Bamford delivered keynote address at Construction Equipment Association (CEA) Annual General Meeting Conference at the Institute of Civil Engineers. 

London – 13th May. Sir John Sorrell addressed the top 200 most influential civil servants (PUSs and DGs) on how the government can help re-balance the economy. Presentation focused on ‘Growth, Competitiveness and Creativity.  

London – 18th - 19th May. Sir David Brewer delivered keynote speech at Insurance Day Summit London. 

London – 26th May. Samir Brikho and Professor Malcolm Grant took part in Question Time’ style event in which they outlined their roles; how they  promote UK business and reputation overseas; how they work with FCO staff across the Global Network – their expectations, issues and ways in which they could work better with government.  
May continued

Birmingham – 26th May. Professor Julia King delivered the keynote speech on green technologies and low carbon at the Sustainability Live 2011 Conference. 

Saudi Arabia, Abu Dhabi & Kuwait – 30th May – 2nd Jun. Accompanying Lord Howells, Lord Marland undertook a series of official calls on key government ministers and business contacts on behalf of UKTI. 

Australia – 31st May. Marcus Agius attended lunch with group of key local business contacts, hosted by BCG Sydney.
	June

London – 7th Jun. Sir Kevin Smith took part in a media interview with the Public Service magazine on the UK’s Defence Sector, in particular exports and his role as a UK Business Ambassador.

London – 9th Jun. Caroline Plumb spoke to a group of young potential South African Leaders at the UK - South Africa Entrepreneurs Forum.
USA – 13th Jun. Baroness Sarah Hogg met with HMA Nigel Shinewald and Larry Lavender from the House Financial Services Committee in Washington DC. 

China – 22nd – 27th Jun. Lord Charles Powell met Party Secretary and Politburo member Bo Xilai in Chongqing, Party Secretary Hu Chunhua in Inner Mongolia and Chairman of the China Development Bank Chen Yuan and discussed bilateral trade and investment issues.

Portugal – 29th – 30th Jun. Professor Julia King undertook a series of official calls on key government and business contacts on behalf of UKTI and delivered keynote address at Low Carbon Technologies Exhibition in Lisbon. 

	July

Germany - 25th Jul. Nick Fry was the guest of honour at a celebration of British innovation in advanced engineering Business Breakfast/brunch in Frankfurt for 30 top-level decision-makers from German and British companies from motorsport /automotive/aerospace/composites sector. Nick delivered a presentation on the innovation in Motorsport Valley and the spill over technology benefits for other sectors.  

Australia – 27th July. Sir Richard Lambert undertook a series of media interviews on the debate around carbon taxes and decarbonising the Australian economy and that by moving to a low carbon economy has not resulted in a negative impact for UK business, but instead has offered opportunities. He also met with the Deputy Prime Minister and Treasurer, 

	August 



	September

Poland – 6th – 7th Sep. Lady Barbara Judge attended a Nuclear Sector lunch hosted by the HMA in Warsaw. 
September continued

London - 16th Sep. Lady Barbara Judge took part in Kazakh British Trade & Investment Council (KBTIC) Nuclear Roundtable, focusing on the themes of         i) Nuclear Fuel, ii) Nuclear Decommissioning and iii) Investment Opportunities. Companies attending include; Westinghouse, Rolls-Royce, AMEC Atkins, DBD, HSBC, JP Morgan and PWC.

Brunei – 21st Sep. Malcolm Brinded attended FDI focused event ‘Energising Business’ with BBBV, attended by Deputy Minister, PM’s office, Ali Apong.

China - 25th – 30th Sep. Lord Marland, Sir John Sorrell, Tamara Mellon and Brent Hoberman led a Creative Design Mission to Beijing, showcasing and promoting the UK as world leaders in creative design, fashion and innovation. 


	October

Saudi Arabia – 8th – 9th Oct. Lord Darzi led a delegation of senior UK clinicians on a programme of meetings and visits to the Saudi Arabian health authorities, exploring opportunities for cooperation between the UK and Saudi Arabia and strengthening potential trade links between the two countries.

October continued

China – 17th Oct. Professor Julia King delivered keynote address at UKTI Advanced Manufacturing Summit in Beijing. 

Singapore – 20th Oct. Paul Skinner undertook a series of calls, focused on activities around his role as Chair of Infrastructure UK i.e. key potential infrastructure investors in Singapore, the sovereign wealth funds and large Singaporean investors in the UK.

Turkey – 21- 22 Oct. Lord Marland met with Government officials and leading Turkish business figures from the manufacturing, retail and finance sectors in Istanbul.
London – Oct 26th Lord Marland delivered a keynote speech at the Middle East Association Breakfast on business opportunities for UK companies in Turkey.



	November 

Switzerland - 1st of Nov. Sir Victor Blank took part in a lunch in Zurich with a small group of Swiss bankers and discussed the Vicker’s Report and the UK’s attractiveness for financial services and banks.

China – 6-8th Lord Powell met with Vice-Premier Xi Jinping to discuss the next phase of Chinese development and trade relations between UK and China.

Brazil – 7th – 9th Nov. Lord Marland Sir John Sorrell, Tamara Mellon and Brent Hoberman led a Creative Design Mission to Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro and Brasilia, showcasing and promoting the UK as world leaders in creative design, fashion and innovation.
Malaysia – 13th – 15th Nov. Lord Powell met with the Prime Minister, senior Ministers and Govenor of the Central Bank discussing retail, insurance and defence T&I topics.

November continued

London – 15th Nov. Lord Marland attended the Arab British Chamber of Commerce Annual Gala Dinner, where the guest of honour was the King of Jordan.

London – 16th Nov. Lord Marland attended a business breakfast, hosted by Reuters, where the theme was the UK’s Business Excellence.

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and UAE – 20th – 24th Nov. Lord Marland undertook a series of high level calls on the Heads of State and senior government officials in each of the markets above and discussed financial services related issues as well as attended and opened the Britain in the Region and Big 5 Show in Dubai. 
London – 21st Nov. David Reid met with the UKTI Retail Sector team to discuss UKTI’s Sector Summits in the margins of London 2012.
London – 22nd Nov. Professor Julia King delivered keynote speech at Green Skills for Green Jobs – Cementing the UK’s Economic Prosperity through Green Skills’ summit.

London – 23rd Nov. Sir Richard Lambert delivered the opening keynote speech at the International Private Schools Forum (IPSEF) and took part in a panel Q&A.

London – 25th Nov. Sir Roger Bone took part in an interview with BBC Radio 4 discussing current themes within industry and inward investment.

Botswana – 28th Nov. Marcus Agius met with senior financial services business and government figures to explore commercial opportunities for UK businesses.

November continued

London – 28th Nov. Lord Marland hosted a Reception for 100 UK companies and international delegates, which formed part of UKTI’s ‘Delivering Major Infrastructure Projects’ International Conference. The associated conference was a key element of UKTI’s strategy to help deliver the international business legacy from the London 2012 Olympic Games.
London – 30th Nov. Lord Marland attended and delivered a short speech on ‘Promoting the British Brand’ at the Walpole Breakfast Roundtable.

	December

London – 2nd Dec. David Reid participated in Retail sector summit pre-meeting at Number 10.

London – 5th Dec. Lord Marland attended and delivered a keynote speech on ‘Brand Britain’ at the World Entrepreneurs Forum Young Global Leaders conference.

Qatar – 4th – 6th Dec. Samir Brikho and Malcolm Brinded attended and undertook PR engagements in the margins of World Petroleum Congress in Doha. 

Norway – 12th Dec. Lady Barbara Judge met with HMA Jane Owen and discussed current business opportunities for UK companies in the Nuclear sector in Norway.
December continued

London – 15th Dec. David Reid took part in a Retail Sector Pre-Summit meeting at Number 10.

Thailand – 19-22nd Dec. Lord Powell undertook a series of trade and investment calls on Thai PM, government ministers and key business contacts in Bangkok. 



*This guide is intended as a current summary of the Business Ambassador schedule. The programme itself is continuously evolving 
as new events are added and planned. 
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